IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Patent Application of 

Haslam, James Henry 

Serial No. 10/549,519 

Filed September 14, 2005 

"Improvements in and Relating to 
Trailer Coupling" 



I, Barbara A. Arkowski, hereby certify that this correspondence is Being 
deposited with the US Postal Service to Office of Petitions, Mail Stop 
Petition, Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on the date of my signature. 



Signature 



Date of Signature 



Confirmation No. 1344 



PETITION UNDER 37 CFR 1 .181 TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 

Office of Petitions 
Mail Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1 450 

Alexandria VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

The above patent application was submitted under 35 U.S.C. 371 on September 14, 2005. The 
application was submitted without a Declaration. We, Applicant's attorneys, were waiting for the 
Notification of Missing Requirements before submitting the Declaration. Periodically, we 
checked the status of this application on Private PAIR to see if a Notification had been issued. 
All of these status checks indicated a status of "Application Undergoing Preexam Processing." 
We further checked under "Image File Wrapper" and saw that no Notification of Missing 
Requirements had been issued. 

On approximately August 13, 2007, we again checked the status on PAIR and noticed under 
"Transaction History" the notation that on 4-25-2006 a "Notice of DO/EO Missing Requirements" 
was mailed. We never received this Notice. A search of the file jacket and docket records 
indicates that the Office communication was not received. Attached is a copy of our docket 
record where the non-received Notice of Missing Requirements would have been entered had it 
been received and docketed. (The attached report, dated June 23, 2006, shows all actions due 
for the undersigned on June 25, 2006, when the response to the Notice would have been due.) 
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Even though the extendable period for response expired in October 2006, PAIR still indicated in 
August 2007 that the application was not abandoned and was undergoing preexam processing, 
as shown on the attached copy of a screen shot taken August 20, 2007 from Private PAIR. As 
of that date the application was not abandoned and there was no Notification of Missing 
Requirements listed in the Image File Wrapper. 

After discovering that a Notice of Missing Requirements may have been mailed, we then called 
the PCT branch of the PTO and requested a copy of the Notice. The PTO faxed us a copy. On 
August 23, 2007 we contacted Ms. Kidwell, who signed the Notification of Missing 
Requirements, asking if a new Notification of Missing Requirements could be mailed. We also 
spoke with Ms. Short, Ms. Kidwell's supervisor. She said the PTO could not issue a new 
Notification of Missing Requirements, but would issue a Notice of Abandonment. We eventually 
received the Notification of Abandonment dated August 24, 2007. 

After receiving the Notification of Abandonment, we submitted a Petition under 37 CFR 1.181 to 
Withdraw Holding of Abandonment on September 21 , 2007. In support of the Petition, we 
provided a copy of the docket record for the Attorney of Record, David R. Price, for June 25, 
2006, showing where the non-received Notification of Missing Requirements would have been 
entered had it been received. 

A Decision was mailed approximately on March 1 7, 2008, in which the Petition to Withdraw 
Holding of Abandonment was dismissed because the docket record of June 25, 2006 provided 
in support of the petition was for a single attorney of our firm rather than a master docket for the 
entire firm. 

Applicant's attorneys hereby request withdrawal of the holding of abandonment. However, no 
master docket exists for June 25, 2006. In the absence of a master docket, the Applicant is 
submitting in support of this petition: 

(1) a partial master docket for June 25, 2006, showing where the non-received 
Notification of Missing Requirements would have been entered had it been received. This 
would be the actual master docket, but for two pages (pages 1 and 2 of 208) which were 



2 



inadvertently lost sometime between June 23, 2006 and April 1, 2008. Missing pages 1 and 2 
are not for the attorney responsible for the application, David R. Price. 

(2) a copy of the docket record for the attorney responsible for the application in 
question, David R. Price, for June 25, 2006, showing where the non-received Notification of 
Missing Requirements would have been entered had it been received. 

(3) the individual docket record for the application in question showing where the non- 
received Notification of Missing Requirements would have been entered had it been received. 

Enclosed with this petition, in response to the Notification of Missing Requirements, is the 
declaration of the inventors. Please charge $65 to Deposit Account 13-3080 in payment of the 
surcharge for late submission. Should any additional fees be due, please also charge this 
deposit account. 




Customer No. 023409 
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP 
100 East Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wl 53202 
414-271-6560 



013344-9061 
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